N.  O. SALVADORACEAE	1541
1. Azima tetraeantha Lam. Encycl. Meth. I (1783) 343.—
plate 600.
A low spinous rigid bush, woody below only; branches numerous,
green, herbaceous, bluntly quadrangular, the younger pubescent.
Leaves 2.5-4.5 by 1,3-2 cm , elliptic, acute, sharply mucronate, rigid,
pale, glabrous, shining, base acute; petioles 3 mm. long Spines
often 3 2 cm. long, obtusely quadrangular, gioo\ed, very sharp, with
an indurated point, slightly pubescent when young, at length glabrous,
usually 4, sometimes reduced to 1 and occasionally as many as 7 at a
node. Flowers small, greenish white or yellowish, sessile In axillary
fascicles, the supporting leaves of the upper fascicles reduced to
bracts^ or becoming obsolete, so that the flowering branches end in
naked interrupted spikes; bracts foliaceous, pubescent, ovate, acute,
spinous-pomted. Male flowers numerous, crowded in axillary
fascicles. Calyx pubescent, 2 5-3 mm. long; lobes 4, ovate, acute,
Iv25 mm. long. Petals a little exserted beyond the calyx-lobes,
linear-lanceolate, acute, ciliolate. Female flowers solitary or in pairs.
Calyx pubescent, 4 mm. long; lobes usually 2, broadly ovate, apicu-
late, 3 mm. long. Petals as in the male. Ovary 2-celled, glabrous,
ovules solitary (rarely 2) in each cell, stigma nearly sessile, 2.5 mm.
diam., 2-lobed. Berry 6 mm. diam., globose, glabrous, white, edible,
usually 1-seeded.
Distribution     Konkan, Deccan, S   M. Country, Circ&rs, Caraatic,  Ceylon—Tropical
and S. Africa
The leaves, root, and milky juice are bitter and are used
medicinally by the Hindus.
The root bark is used in muscular rheumatism.
The leaves are considered stimulant, and are given to puerperal
women immediately after confinement. They are administered in the
following manner by the villagers:—The leaves with an equal quantity
of Neein leaves, and a little powdered brick, are finely ground and
given twice a day for the first two days, no food being allowed.
For the next six days the woman gets a little boiled rice and pepper
water once ta day, and is allowed to drink a little warm water after
the meal; she is not allowed to sleep after her food during the day,

